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ROAD SAFETY — FATALITIES AND SERIOUS INJURY 
Motion 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [11.49 am] — without notice: I move — 

That this house — 

(a) notes the considerable loss of life and serious injuries suffered on our roads, particularly our 
regional roads; 

(b) recognises the collective responsibility in addressing this great challenge; and 

(c) discuss strategies for combating further loss of life and serious injuries which have 
a significant detrimental impact on our community and economy. 

In the time that remains after the introduction of the Constitution and Electoral Amendment Bill, I rise to speak 
to the motion that I gave notice of yesterday afternoon. Members would be aware that almost a fortnight ago we 
were heading into what looked like a promising Labour Day long weekend. Many of us were travelling 
throughout the state with our families. That weekend I travelled almost 1 700 kilometres on our state’s road 
network attending to electoral business. That weekend, in a 72-hour period, we lost 11 of our own through road 
trauma. This is not an issue that I have decided to pursue now for political convenience. Members will be aware 
that I brought a similar debate to the house in August of 2014 and it is an issue that I have pursued since my 
election. I think given the outcome in recent weeks, it is important that we recommit ourselves to this issue and 
its challenge; it is a great challenge.  

I have spent the majority of my adult working life responding to road trauma on our roads as a firefighter in the 
fire and rescue service. I have seen firsthand the effect that road trauma has on families and small country 
communities. I have also seen the effect that it has on some of my fire service colleagues. After relatively short 
careers, or in some instances, after relatively long careers, the impact of the trauma—whether it was through 
a road accident or another trauma—has all finally caught up with them. I recall as if it was just yesterday the first 
fatality that I attended; it was a traffic accident on the Great Northern Highway, south of Bindoon, on the eve of 
my eighteenth birthday. A single vehicle had run off the road in the early hours of the morning, as they usually 
are. A young girl had been ejected from the car straight through the windscreen, likely as a result of not wearing 
a seatbelt. She would not have been much older than I was at the time. That memory, along with many others, 
will be etched in my mind, I suspect, forever. 

The challenge we face is a complex one. It cannot simply be resolved with cash and it is not solely the 
responsibility of governments; it is a collective responsibility of all of us. As I watched the events unfold last 
weekend, I made several observations. The first was that despite the absolutely tragic loss of life, driver 
behaviour on our roads appeared to be unchanged. It is almost as though losing 11 of our brothers, sisters, mums 
and dads is the new norm; it no longer shocks us. Then I heard the inevitable media focus that followed in which 
the usual myths were trotted out: the problem is city drivers coming to the country and not being able to handle 
the open road and high speeds; it was tourists and international drivers and the need to identify them with 
appropriate vehicle signage so that we can keep our distance from them; or it was our young people, 
inexperienced and lacking road awareness. By and large, that is all complete rubbish. 

Although these groups of drivers will, at some stage, be represented in our crash statistics, they are not 
a significant part of the problem. In the wheatbelt, which is the state’s worst region for road trauma, statistics 
show that it is local people who are dying on local roads. Interestingly, the demographic of 30 to 50 year-olds is 
over-represented in the wheatbelt’s crash statistics, not young, inexperienced drivers. At least 65 per cent, or two 
out of three, of the fatal crashes in the wheatbelt can be attributed to deliberate driver choice. The Road Safety 
Commission estimates that one in three fatalities could be a result of driver fatigue; one in three deaths resulted 
from not wearing a seatbelt, despite us having mandatory seatbelt laws in Western Australia since the 1970s; and 
one in four crashes involved excessive speed. Driver behaviour, in my view, is the greatest contributor to 
whether we will make it home safely to our families tonight. 

The tragic weekend triggered a new round of calls for road funding. Those people who believe road funding in 
isolation will reduce the road toll are plainly wrong and do not comprehend the magnitude and complexity of 
this issue. Last week, I criticised the state for the unspent funds in the road trauma trust account, which has 
puzzled me for some time. There is no shortage of initiatives and programs that could be funded under this 
hypothecated account, which is expected to receive some $116 million in revenue this financial year. The 
greatest challenge we have in addressing road safety, particularly in my electorate and more so in the wheatbelt, 
is shifting people’s behaviour. In many small communities, it is still socially acceptable to drink and drive. Last 
week, I spoke with Jane Marwick on the ABC Drive program and following that interview, a couple of shire 
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presidents from my electorate were interviewed. By and large, they both made references to driver behaviour and 
the need to change it. The first interviewee pointed the finger at the number of trucks on our roads and the 
impact that that was having in contributing to road deaths. The second interviewee admitted to drink-driving 
herself, on occasion, as the risks of being caught are low in a small country town. Herein lies the challenge that 
we face: we can build safer cars and safer roads, and use more technology and better signage, but until we shift 
our behaviour and break these almost generational attitudes towards the road toll and road safety, we will not see 
a significant improvement in outcomes. 

I want to talk about a couple of factors today that I think are contributing to road safety in this state. In previous 
debates, I have talked about the importance of road design, dealing with dangerous intersections, and using 
technology on our roads such as rumble strips, wire rope barriers, and a whole range of things that can make our 
roads more forgiving when drivers make errors. Given that I have already chewed into some of the debate 
time—I want to allow plenty of time for other speakers—one of the things that I want to talk about is 
enforcement. It concerns me that police who I meet in my electorate tell me that they are increasingly under 
pressure to respond to many issues in our communities—whether it is drugs, domestic violence, crime statistics, 
offences against the person, or home burglaries—so that they just do not have the time that they used to to spend 
on our road network. I think that is largely reflected in the observations that have been made as people travel 
around the state. In the 1 700 kilometres that I travelled two weekends ago, I saw one unmarked police vehicle. 
Interestingly, since the road deaths a fortnight ago, I actually have seen an increased presence of police on our 
roads. I have seen a number of them patrolling our local roads and highways and I have been breathalysed by the 
police; I am not sure whether I am being targeted by police, perhaps, to make sure I am aware of their presence! 
I have certainly noticed a significant increase in their presence on the roads in just the last week or so. 

As somebody who lives in the regions, the road safety campaign that I see is the Anywhere, Anytime campaign. 
It is probably an effective campaign in a metropolitan context where people can reasonably expect to be stopped 
from time to time, or pass a speed camera, or go through a random breath testing or drug testing stop. I think 
people in regional communities, particularly small wheatbelt communities, know that police are not anywhere, 
anytime. Part of that challenge is obviously that we are a big state that is sparsely populated. We face challenges 
with our extensive landmass and our extensive road networks. For some time, I have called for a greater and 
dedicated police presence, particularly in the wheatbelt, to deal with traffic operations. There was an article in 
The West Australian about the focus of the traffic enforcement group, as it is called, including its metropolitan 
focus and some numbers associated with that. It would be great to see the traffic enforcement group doing far 
greater blitzes through parts of our state, not just the wheatbelt, where we know people are being seriously 
injured and there are fatalities as a result of road traffic accidents, and where we know we have a major cultural 
issue that needs to shift. 

As well as enforcement, I want to talk about education because I think education, like many things, is really the 
key to the long-term improvement of this situation. Some of my colleagues may get an opportunity to talk more 
about this, but the entrenched cultural issues need to be addressed through an effective and targeted education 
program. First of all, we need to dispel the myths about who is actually dying on our roads so that ministers, 
leaders and local government officials do not continue the rhetoric that it is the weather, tourists, city people, and 
young people who are the problem. We need to raise that awareness from the earliest age to get that generational 
shift, and it will take a long-term commitment to that task. My preference is that government does not drive it. 
Government may provide the resources to do it, and the road trauma trust account is a perfectly good resource to 
be used in this regard, but I do not think government is always great at driving these sorts of issues through 
driver education programs and changing cultures. 

In the time I have left, I will say that the cost cannot be measured in just dollars. I have talked about the cost to 
our small communities, to our families and to the first responders—the people working in our hospitals. At many 
different levels the cost of road trauma is large. I have seen some economic analysis that suggests the cost of 
road trauma to Western Australia alone each year is in the order of $6.6 billion, and nationally $27 billion. Those 
people who weigh up effectiveness and commitment to prevention strategies always need to remember the 
greater cost to the state and the community of doing little. 

The road trauma trust account is a dedicated fund to help deliver some of these things and, obviously, some 
things we are doing and might do in the future might not work. We need to be prepared for the fact that we will 
make mistakes and that what we thought was a great initiative or great program to address better road safety 
outcomes might not be the best and that we may need to revisit that strategy from time to time to make sure that 
the limited funds are being used in the best way to combat this challenge. I have been thinking about this over 
the last few days. I do not know, short-term, what we do about some of these people who have entrenched 
cultural attitudes whereby it is almost socially acceptable to sometimes take a back road to a pub that might be 
further away from the local, but they go there and drive extra kilometres because they think they have a “safe” 
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passage home from the police. However, it may not be a safe passage home to their family that night. That is 
enormously telling. In a perfect world—this is not possible—it would be great to grab those people, if we can 
identify them, and get them to turn up to a fatality scene or to go to an emergency department when efforts are 
being made to try to resuscitate someone from a road traffic accident that has involved drugs, drinking, 
inattention, speed and a range of such things. I do not have the perfect solution. I know that we need to be doing 
more; it is not just government that this responsibility rests with. It rests with all of us; it rests with the leaders in 
wheatbelt communities to stand up and say, “It’s not socially acceptable, whether police are on shift or not, for 
you to go to the pub on a Friday night, get written off and drive home to your family”, because the reality is 
those people are not making it home. 

HON DAVE GRILLS (Mining and Pastoral) [12.03 pm]: I would like to take a couple of minutes to 
acknowledge the fact that Hon Martin Aldridge has brought this motion to this place and to agree with what he 
said about a number of the issues, especially about people who practise poor road safety and do not take any 
responsibility for how they drive or for others on our roads. I also acknowledge that Hon Martin Aldridge was 
a fireman. Having been a police officer myself and worked for three and a half years in the major crash 
investigation section, I can certainly draw on some memories from that time, prompted by what he spoke about. 
It has been my unfortunate experience to see people on the roads who have been killed in crashes and then to 
speak to the people who are still alive after that has happened, and that is by far the hardest thing to do. The 
memory would come back every now and then to just about anyone who had been to a crash like that, but we 
deal with it. 

Moving forward from that, Marty raised some very good points about how to fix it. He said he did not have an 
answer. There is an answer, but it is not a complete answer. It is not something we can wave a magic wand over 
and expect to make a change. On Sunday last weekend, I attended the Blessing of the Road ceremony in 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder. I have been involved with RoadWise and many other road safety organisations for a long 
time. We talked about trucks. Just briefly, truck traffic contributes to road trauma. It is a fact that some people 
know how to overtake or manoeuvre around trucks, but unfortunately some people do not. When a vehicle 
overtakes a truck, it puts the vehicle on the incorrect side of the carriageway and sets them up to have a crash or 
some other incident. 

After I had finished at the major crash unit, I worked at the police road safety section. In those days, we used to 
do bike education. I acknowledge that the RAC does bike ed classes now. That is one of the most important 
things we can do to encourage safer use of roads and to teach younger people about it. It is learned behaviour. If 
we ask most people what is the first thing they do when they get in the car, just about everyone will say that they 
put on their seatbelt. We can look outside to see how many people do not smoke and how many people do 
smoke. They are all learned behaviours. That cuts across many things, for example, youth justice and many other 
areas. It is learned behaviour. We need to take a deep breath, go back to the start and look at what we put in. 
What we put in results in what we get out. If we put more work into road safety, driving skills will improve a lot. 
Other things are involved in that. We talk about people not being able to drive on the road and who is involved in 
crashes and what have you. We see a lot of motorcycle crashes. We used to call them motorcycle versus tree or 
motorcycle versus road or, when a car was involved, motorcar versus tree crashes. In some instances, the drivers 
lack driving skill, so when they are driving and something happens to them, the first thing they do is put their 
foot on the brake. That is not necessarily a good thing. I have seen many crashes, unfortunately, when drivers 
have taken a micro-sleep and driven onto the gravel alongside the road. As a result of the change in the surface 
of the carriageway they have woken up and said, “Goodness!” and turned the steering wheel hard to the right and 
put their foot on the brake. Anyone who knows anything about physics, especially if they watch motorcycle 
racing, knows why motorbike riders lean their bikes over very low. They are happy to do that. If we choose the 
incorrect direction on the carriageway or the racetrack and change the speed of the vehicle, the vehicle does not 
want to move in the correct way; the first thing it wants to do is stand up. The motorbike will stand up, and it is 
called a high side. That happens because there is a change in physics. When we are driving and something makes 
us say, “Goodness”, and we turn the steering wheel hard one way or the other and put our foot on the brake, that 
changes the physics of the momentum. All the weight moves over the front axle and the rear axle has no weight 
on it so the car flips. I would bet my back teeth that every crash I have attended has been like that, especially 
when vehicles such as Toyota Hiluxes or “rolluxes” are involved — 

Hon Martin Aldridge interjected. 

Hon DAVE GRILLS: That is it; most of the time they roll. Once the physics changes the momentum, the 
vehicle rolls. 

When I was working on a mine site, I was teaching people how to drive cars. We do not teach them not to get 
themselves in that situation first up. We have seen instances when people have been in cars that have been on 
castor wheels and they have been taught how to get out of a skid. Let us not teach that; let us teach people how 
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not to get into a skid. Let us teach people how to pick the direct line of where they want to drive on the 
carriageway. When I was a police officer and on a pursuit course, I was taught to look at the road, judge the 
speed, ease the speed before getting to the bend and drive through the bend at a constant speed and, when the 
carriageway straightens out, accelerate. I drive like that all the time. I drive through roundabouts like that. It is 
a learned habit that I have. 

Hon Ken Travers: Like you’re in a pursuit vehicle! 

Hon DAVE GRILLS: It is hard to take the policeman out of the policeman, Hon Ken Travers. Members should 
see me on a motorbike! 

That is the whole point. We really do need to go back and have a quick look at it. 

While I am on my feet, I want to acknowledge that funding was provided to the Constable Care facility in 
Maylands. I tried really hard with that, too, because I think we should do that. I think country kids should be able 
to come and stay at Maylands to learn how to drive a car in that facility. We tried for years to get that when I was 
in the road safety section, and I am so glad that it has happened. What we put in is what we take out of it. When 
I was an instructor with bike education, I knew that if kids were taught good habits, they would keep those good 
habits and understand how it goes. I refer to the young chap who died some months ago in Kalgoorlie–Boulder 
on a scooter. I cover my eyes every time I see kids on scooters. It is like the mozzie squad. They have no actual 
concept of how to ride a bike on the road. They get a licence for a scooter and that is it; they go out and virtually 
teach themselves. Most of those kids are good motocross riders and what have you, but they are lacking when it 
comes to the road. The road is the place where they need to do it. 

I thank Hon Martin Aldridge for bringing on this motion and I thank every other member who will stand up and 
have a word or two on it. This matter needs a bipartisan approach. It is something that we, as members of 
Parliament, should push; we should work hard to decrease road trauma. If it has ever happened to a member or it 
happens to someone they know, it is just one of those things. It is something that takes a person away like that. It 
is just knowledge. I look forward to hearing everyone else’s contribution. 

HON RICK MAZZA (Agricultural) [12.11 pm]: I also thank Hon Martin Aldridge for bringing this matter to 
the house. It is obviously something that he is very passionate about, particularly with his experience from 
a previous career as an emergency services worker. I would also like to thank Hon Dave Grills for his insight on 
what actually happens with a lot of these road accidents and the way that people drive. Training is a very 
important part of trying to reduce the road toll. There is no doubt that the last long weekend was horrific, with 
the loss of 11 lives. Even though we know a lot of the reasons that accidents occur and there is a lot of talk about 
education and driver training, and trying to get people to be safe on our roads, the real challenge is trying to 
motivate people to adhere to that.  

On the last long weekend I was travelling back from Walpole on the Walpole road to Manjimup. As anybody 
who has ever driven that road knows, it is a road that drivers have to be pretty much on guard about because it is 
a difficult road. Coming towards Manjimup there was a Winnebago in front of us that kept drifting over the 
double white line for whatever reason. I do not know why it was doing that, but it was just constantly drifting 
over the double white line. A motorbike came from the opposite direction into a right-hand bend and I swear that 
his helmet missed the rear-vision mirror of the Winnebago by a matter of centimetres—enough for me to draw 
a sharp breath when I saw it. The guy in the Winnebago kept drifting over the double white line all the way until 
he turned off at Pemberton. It is stupid driving habits like that that can cause major accidents.  

As recently as the weekend just gone I was coming back from the Wagin Woolorama. Again, I was driving along 
long country roads, this time the road from Williams to Quindanning. There was our car and a car in front of us 
travelling down the road, with a double white line down the middle. We were sitting on the speed limit of 
100 kilometres an hour when a car went tearing past us over the double white line, with a blind bend in front. 
Fortunately, no-one came around the corner because if they had done, it would have been a major head-on. How 
we combat that and how we actually work out how to get people to drive safer is a conundrum. There are the 
usual suspects. We know that speed, fatigue, long distances and alcohol are all contributors. We know that 
education is important, but how we actually get people to adhere to that I am not quite sure. 

I am the proud father of two sons—twin boys—who are in their mid-20s. Despite a lot of fatherly advice—some 
members might be surprised to hear that children do not always adhere to or take notice of fatherly advice!—
they both ran out of demerit points within a week of each other, mainly through speeding offences. They both 
opted for the double-or-nothing option that allows drivers to keep two points for 12 months and to then get their 
points back. With their driving records, I was very dubious that they would get anywhere near the 12 months 
without having another offence and losing their licences, but full credit to them both, they did, so late last year 
they got their full 12 points back. The really satisfying thing for me, though, is that the adjustment in their 
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driving habits from having to drive carefully for 12 months to maintain their drivers’ licences has continued. 
That is one example of a program that has been put in place, probably in the last five or six years, that has 
worked. It has actually had an effect on the way those two boys now drive their vehicles; they are much more 
conservative in their driving habits and they have not lost any points. That is a really good thing. That is the type 
of program that works well. Those sorts of measures can assist. We obviously have to continue with all of the 
things that are available to us, but one of the major issues is trying to get people to improve their driving habits. 
How we do that I do not know, because regardless of what we do, the laws we make and the police presence 
et cetera, some people on the roads will still do stupid things. Unfortunately there is no silver bullet; it is 
something we have to continually work at. I again thank Hon Martin Aldridge for bringing this motion to the 
house because it is an important matter and something that we need to work through on a constant basis. 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [12.16 pm]: I also rise to support the motion. I am not sure about the 
first half of the motion, but I do support the road safety aspects. Members will not be surprised by that. I have 
certainly stood up in Parliament plenty of times to talk about issues of road safety. As a wheatbelt resident with 
two children aged 20 and 18, who at one stage were both on P-plates, having such a dangerous environment as 
wheatbelt roads is very concerning for a parent. This is a very compassionate issue that we need to treat in 
a compassionate way. I have remained silent about the Labour Day long weekend until today. This week there 
will be 12 devastated families and there will be 12 funerals as a consequence of the trauma and carnage on our 
roads over that weekend. This matter is above partisan politics and it is timely that we have the debate. It is 
a very sad time; there is a pall of sadness across regional Western Australia and especially across the 
Agricultural Region, where half of those fatalities occurred over the long weekend. I wholeheartedly agree with 
the motion. 

I spend a lot of time in the car on wheatbelt roads and roads in the regions. I drive about 60 000 kilometres each 
year, which is the equivalent of driving around the world one way, and I see some appalling driver behaviour. As 
we get older we have more understanding of the consequences of poor driving behaviour. It is devastating for 
families when road trauma occurs. We must also remember that it is not always fatalities; people are often 
permanently injured and damaged for life, both mentally and physically, as a consequence of road trauma. While 
we talk about this issue we should focus certainly on fatalities but also on the other side—of those who manage 
to survive serious accidents and who carry mental and physical scars, as well as the effects on others, such as 
firefighters, ambulance officers, nurses and doctors. I remember having a very sad conversation with the late 
John Montgomery, who was our chief fire officer. He said to me, “I didn’t join the fire brigade to cut friends out 
of motor cars; I joined the fire brigade to put out fires. They rack up inside you and every now and then they’ll 
come back and revisit you when you least want them to.” That is a very telling line from someone who was at 
the coalface. 

We lose far too many of our young people. I know that many young people were killed on the Labour Day long 
weekend. We also lose too many people from other age groups. As Hon Martin Aldridge pointed out, the 
statistics are not specific in any of the generalisations that are made. It is usually 30 to 50-year-old men driving 
in the daytime who lose their lives on our roads. That is the greatest stat. We all have a role to play. We could 
point the finger and say this, that and the other, but I agree with Hon Martin Aldridge that the road trauma trust 
account is there to help prevent road trauma. The balance of the fund is about $151.7 million. For the life of me, 
I cannot work out why that money sits idly when we are experiencing such a devastating time on our roads. It 
does not make sense to me or the community. Simple initiatives such as rumble strips and wide barriers on the 
sides of regional roads are relatively inexpensive initiatives that could help prevent the loss of life, but they 
remain unfunded and have not become a reality. Indeed, a large amount of money remains in the road trauma 
trust account. 

The Royal Automobile Club plays a lead role. I think it is fair to say that it is doing more than anyone in this 
space, particularly with its Elephant in the Wheatbelt campaign. For those who are unaware of it, a large 
elephant was made from pieces of cars that have been involved in traffic accidents. It is shown in the wheatbelt 
to engage conversation; the elephant in the wheatbelt is the road fatality rate, which is 11 times higher than 
metropolitan Perth. The riskiest thing that anyone will ever do is drive on a wheatbelt road. I do not think we pay 
enough attention to that statistic. Esme Bowen, the president of the RAC, is a fantastic woman from Gillingarra 
in the wheatbelt. Patrick Walker from Narrogin also does a lot of work in this area. They both understand the 
issue firsthand and lead the way with the Elephant in the Wheatbelt and other initiatives. B Street Smart was 
recently held in Perth. Regional students got an opportunity to attend. I have been to B Street Smart to see what 
happens. 

Hon Ken Travers: Everyone should go. 
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Hon DARREN WEST: Everyone should go to B Street Smart. I recommend it to anyone who gets the 
opportunity to attend to see firsthand how it can happen to them. 

As drivers, we need to be more collegiate on wheatbelt roads. Why is it that we always get angry and view 
everyone else on the road as an impediment and nuisance when really we are all out there doing something very 
dangerous together? If we worked on a dangerous worksite or engaged in a dangerous occupation, such as 
abseiling, everyone would be more collegiate and would work together. However, on the roads it tends to be 
each for their own. We can make a very important cultural change. 

It is also important to note that it is not until we are about 26 or 28 years of age that our brain fully develops. The 
frontal lobe of the brain is the last area of the brain to develop. That part of the brain predominantly assesses risk 
and reacts to risk. Before my frontal lobe was fully developed, I had witnessed and taken part in risk-taking 
behaviour. That is just a physiological fact that we face and we need to work against it in other ways. Young 
people are not as averse to risk as are older people, and that is one of the reasons. I think road accidents on 
wheatbelt roads stem from a mixture of behavioural and environmental factors. I will talk specifically about 
wheatbelt roads because the wheatbelt is in my area and clearly it is the area we need to tackle the most 
strenuously in terms of road safety. I have said before, and I will say it again, although most members’ 
contributions have centred around driving behaviour—certainly driver behaviour is an important element in road 
accidents—I do not accept that everyone with poor driving behaviour or poor driving habits lives in the 
wheatbelt. Poor driver behaviour occurs everywhere. Indeed, I saw some this morning when I was driving to 
Parliament House. I saw drivers on their phones, drivers overtaking in inappropriate places and drivers getting 
angry. There are all kinds of factors that cause poor driver behaviour that we need to address. Clearly, there are 
environmental issues in the wheatbelt as well. There is no room or margin for error at all on a wheatbelt road. 
When drivers get into difficulty on a wheatbelt road because of a drop-off on the road, a narrow shoulder or seal, 
or because they misjudge a bend, there is very little chance of correcting that error and often the consequences 
are fatal. 

We need a cultural shift in our behaviour and the way we think about roads. I have done a lot of research on this. 
It is a very important issue to me and if there is one thing I can contribute to in public life, it would be finding 
solutions to this issue and working out ways to stop losing so many people on our roads. I urge members to 
watch the RAC video in which members of the public are asked a series of questions. They are asked what the 
road toll is. Very few people knew that last year 161 people died on our roads. They are asked to say what the 
road toll figure should be. Most people replied between 50 and 100 fatalities as being acceptable. They are then 
asked what an acceptable number of road deaths would be if their family members were involved. The answer 
was inevitably zero. The questions are then re-asked. When people are again asked what an acceptable number 
of road deaths would be, the answer was zero. Of course, when one thinks it through, we do not want anyone 
from our family or anyone else’s family to lose anyone on the road. 

The most significant thing that the government can do, and the most cost-effective way to reduce accidents on 
wheatbelt roads, is to reduce the speed limit to 90 kilometres an hour. That has been researched. I consider that 
a matter of fact. Of course, if we went outside Parliament and suggested that we wanted to drop the speed limit 
to 90 kilometres an hour, the public would not accept it. Indeed, last week when I was in Narrabeen and Coolum, 
on a trip that I had organised before the events of Labour Day weekend, that proposal was seen as an 
unacceptable solution. Why is it that we put everything in front of road safety? We put the time that we need to 
arrive at a destination, the time our trip will take, a text or phone message, social media and all these things in 
front of road safety. That is the cultural change that we need to make. They seem more important. Is the extra 
time that we gain if we travel at 110 kilometres an hour rather than 90 kilometres an hour in the wheatbelt more 
important than road safety? That is the major fundamental cultural shift we need to address. Road safety is the 
most important issue and it should always be the most important issue. I will work to try to change that.  

HON BRIAN ELLIS (Agricultural) [12.27 pm]: I, too, rise to support the motion moved by 
Hon Martin Aldridge and the comments made by the speakers so far, who have made some good suggestions. 
I know the government is also very concerned about the recent spike in deaths on our country roads. It is a pity; 
we would not be speaking about this had it not been for that recent tragic long weekend. Our minds tend to focus 
on road safety when there is something as horrific as 12 deaths on our roads during a long weekend. One would 
think that we should be thinking about road safety all year round. I will go through the amount of money that has 
been spent on roads and road safety programs. Road safety initiatives are a major cost to taxpayers, but it is 
a cost to ourselves, our families and our community and that is far more important than what we spend. 
Road safety starts with a driver’s responsibility for his or her own actions. The major causes of serious injury 
and deaths on our country roads are speeding, drink and drug-driving, driver fatigue, failing to wear a seatbelt 
and driver inattention. Drink-driving is a no-brainer. We have gone past the days when we thought that it was 
acceptable. I will never understand why people do not wear seatbelts. The wearing of seatbelts was made a law 
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years ago and for people not to automatically put on their seatbelt when they get into a car is something that I do 
not understand. Just look at Formula 1 racing car drivers. Do members think they would get into a car without all 
that safety gear? It is a no-brainer. I would have thought that the first thing that drivers do is to protect 
themselves in case they are in an accident. 
As well as other initiatives, the government is providing funding through its road safety program, which is 
managed by Main Roads. These road safety programs amount to a lot of money being spent although I know it is 
not the only way we can solve the problem. The government has concentrated on improving the safety of those 
country roads with crash rates that are higher than average. Generally, these are the highways and main roads 
with the highest traffic numbers. In 2015–16, the government provided $81.2 million for road projects. That 
includes $5 million for each of the regional state roads and regional local roads in the state black spot program. 
Regional roads in the Safer Roads program received $28.9 million. Under the road trauma trust account, regional 
run-off-road crashes received $30 million and the Albany Highway passing lanes project received $7.9 million. 
I will not go through all the key statistics but they need to be mentioned to emphasise where money is being 
spent. As I said before, it is not the answer. There are other ways of dealing with this issue and probably the 
biggest way we can change people’s attitudes is through education. I will outline some of the key statistics. Main 
Roads Western Australia is responsible for more than 18 400 kilometres of roads spread over 2.5 million square 
kilometres. Western Australia’s road network is valued at more than $46 billion. A record amount of 
$2.238 billion was allocated under the 2015–16 state budget to the roads program. Annually, $20 million is spent 
on the state black spot program to address crash sites across the state, which equates to a $180 million 
investment in road safety improvements under the program since 2008. In 2015–16, $150 million has been 
provided under the State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement to assist councils in undertaking road 
improvements on their network. The 2015–16 state budget allocated $35 million for the safe roads and bridges 
program. In total, $137.8 million is provided over the forward estimates period. An allocation of $53 million has 
been made to upgrade the Coalfields highway since 2009, which fulfils an election commitment to improve the 
highway following years of neglect under previous governments. In 2015–16, $20 million has been allocated for 
the installation of 450 electronic school zone signs. This is part of the government’s $36 million commitment to 
install these signs at every school in WA with a 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone by 2017. Another major 
project and one that is dear to my heart, obviously, is the Bindi Bindi realignment on the Great Northern 
Highway, which has been allocated $40 million. I know that a number of accidents happened there and most of 
them were due to the condition of the road and its bad alignment, but even a few of those accidents were due to 
driver inattention. In most cases we come back to the driver’s inattention or driver fault as being the cause of 
these accidents. The Great Eastern Highway–Roe Highway interchange has had $98.5 million spent on it and 
$249 million has been spent on the Great Eastern Highway upgrade. There are many more projects that I will not 
go through. However, further safety and efficiency improvements will commence shortly on the Great Northern 
Highway with the New Norcia bypass, the replacement of the Mandurah Traffic Bridge, the widening of 
Albany Highway, the construction of Treendale Bridge and many more safety improvements across the state’s 
road network. 
Over and above all these infrastructure works and improvements to regional WA, this Liberal–National 
government is committed to working with the community to address the tragic results from loss of life and 
serious injuries suffered on our roads. Main Roads plays an active role in working with shire councils and the 
Western Australian Local Government Association zones as well as other important stakeholder groups to ensure 
that they do their part to contribute to the safer roads in WA. Programs such as RoadWise and others conducted 
by the Road Safety Commission allow Main Roads to work with the programs and organisations to concentrate 
on improving the safety of our country roads in Western Australia. Obviously, we can always do more. 
I have to agree with Hon Martin Aldridge, and I probably had this attitude myself having spent all my life in the 
country, that country people tend to blame city drivers and tourists for the accidents that occur in the country. 
I see idiots and irresponsible drivers in the city, but we do have idiots and irresponsible drivers in the country as 
well. As members might have noticed, most of the speakers in this debate are from the Agricultural Region. We 
are talking about the wheatbelt and it is our job to get out there and inform our communities that we have to take 
responsibility. It is time that we accepted that it is not the people who come out to the country who have the 
accidents and die in our areas; it is our own people and it is time we took responsibility for our actions. 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [12.37 pm]: I thank the honourable member for bringing this 
important motion to the house and for his contribution, which was poignant. 

[Interruption.] 

Visitors — St Peter’s Primary School 
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THE PRESIDENT (Hon Barry House): Order! I do not think it was an earthquake but while there is an 
interruption of sorts, I acknowledge another group of students from the St Peter’s Primary School who have just 
come into the Legislative Council gallery. Welcome and I hope that you enjoy the debate. 

Debate Resumed 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I was just thanking Hon Martin Aldridge for bringing this motion before the house. 
The recent tragic circumstances and loss of life on regional roads make this motion even more important. For 
those of us who have had firsthand experience of motor vehicle accidents, particularly within country areas, we 
know the impact that a motor vehicle accident has on families and the broader local community. Sometimes it 
can seem overwhelming. My sympathy goes to those communities and families who have been affected by this 
most recent spate of accidents, and, of course, those affected in recent times. 

Today we have talked and heard about behavioural factors in changing these dreadful circumstances. Most of the 
contributions have focused on behavioural factors. Of course there is an important and very strong element in 
changing behaviours to prevent deaths like this. We have also heard about environmental factors. The RAC in 
particular has talked about environmental factors in road safety, particularly in regional areas. The RAC has 
pointed out that the National Road Safety Strategy shows that nearly half of the targeted improvements in road 
trauma can be achieved by upgrading Australia’s roads. Although behavioural factors play a significant role, so 
does the importance of improving and upgrading our roads. Behind that are also political and policy factors that 
mean choices are made about how roads are upgraded, which roads are upgraded and how much is spent on 
those road upgrades. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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